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Allowable Subject Matter 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 30 line 10 "signalling" has been changed to -signaling-. 

Claim 55 line 2 "signalling" has been changed to -signaling-. 

Claim 47 line 12 "signalling" has been changed to -signaling-. 

Claim 64 line 8 "signalling" has been changed to -signaling-. 

Claim 69 line 3 "signalling" has been changed to -signaling-. 

Claim 74 line 12 "signalling" has been changed to -signaling-. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 30, 32-34, 36-47, 49-51 , 53-64 and 66-74 are allowed. 

Reason for Allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art of record does not teach the following: 

In regards to claim 30 the prior art does not teach a second data network 
connected to the plurality of VPNs via the first data network, the second data network 
using a network addressing scheme that is different to a network addressing scheme 
used by at least one of plurality of VPNs; a VPN gateway interfacing the first data 
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network and a call server in the second data network, the VPN gateway being 
configured to pass communication session signaling traffic between an entity in one of 
plurality of VPNs and the call server for establishing a communication session between 
entity in one of plurality of VPNs and an entity in an external Time Division Multiplex 
TDM' network, external TDM network handling communication session bearer traffic 
in a TDM format different to a packet data format of the first data network; and a VPN 
converter interfacing the first and second data networks and directly interfacing the first 
data network to external TDM network, the VPN converter being configured to receive 
bearer traffic relating to communication session established between entity in one of 
plurality of VPNs and the entity in the external TDM network and to convert bearer 
traffic between the packet data format of the first data network and the TDM format 
used in the external TDM network. 

In regards to claim 47 the prior art does not teach second data network using a 
network addressing scheme that is different to a network addressing scheme used by 
at least one of plurality of VPNs; a VPN gateway interfacing the first data network 
and a call server in the second data network; and a VPN converter interfacing the 
first and second data networks; the method comprising the steps of: directly interfacing 
the first data network to an external Time Division Multiplex TDM' network; configuring 
the VPN gateway to pass communication session signaling traffic between an entity in 
one of plurality of VPNs and the call server for establishing a communication session 
between entity in one of plurality of VPNs and an entity in external TDM network, 
external TDM network handling communication session bearer traffic in a TDM format 
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different to at a packet data format of the first data network; and configuring the VPN 
converter to receive bearer traffic relating to communication session established 
between entity in one of plurality of VPNs and the entity in the external TDM network 
and to convert bearer traffic between a the packet data format of the first data network 
and the TDM format used in the external TDM network. 

In regards to claim 64 the prior art does not teach second data network using a 
network addressing scheme that is different to a network addressing scheme used by 
at least one of plurality of VPNs; and a VPN gateway interfacing the first data 
network and a call server in the second data network, the VPN gateway being 
configured to pass communication session signaling traffic between an entity in one 
of plurality of VPNs and the call server for establishing a communication 
session between entity in one of plurality of VPNs and an entity in an 
external Time Division Multiplex TDM* network, external TDM network handling 
communication session bearer traffic in a TDM format different to a packet data 
format of the first data network; the VPN converter comprising: interfaces for interfacing 
the first and second data networks and directly interfacing the first data network to 
external TDM network, means for receiving bearer traffic relating to communication 
session established between entity in one of plurality of VPNs and the entity in the 
external TDM network; and means for converting bearer traffic between a the packet 
data format of the first data network and the TDM format used in the external TDM 
network. 
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In regards to claim 74 the prior art does not teach the second data network using 
a network addressing scheme that is different to a network addressing scheme used by 
at least one of plurality of VPNs; a VPN gateway interfacing the first data network and 
a call server in the second data network; and a VPN converter interfacing the first and 
second data networks and directly interfacing the first data network to an external Time 
Division Multiplex TDM 1 network; the steps of: causing the VPN gateway to pass 
communication session signaling traffic between an entity in one of plurality of VPNs 
and the call server for establishing a communication session between entity in one of 
plurality of VPNs and an entity in external TDM network, external TDM network 
handling communication session bearer traffic in a TDM format different to a packet 
data format of the first data network; and causing the VPN converter to receive bearer 
traffic relating to communication session established between entity in one of plurality 
of VPNs and the entity in the external TDM network and to convert bearer traffic 
between the packet data format of the first data network and the TDM format used in 
the external TDM network. 

The prior art alone or in combination fails to jointly suggest or teach the 
claimed combination of features as taught by the instant application. Therefore claims 
30, 32-34, 36-47, 49-51, 53-64 and 66-74 are to be deemed allowable over prior art. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SALMAN AHMED whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8307. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 am - 5:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edan Orgad can be reached on (571 ) 272-7884. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/S. A./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2419 



/Edan Orgad/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2419 



